FINLAND AND  NON-VIOLENCE
Finnish people. It left a heritage of hatred among widows
and some 20,000 orphans which was worse than the blood-
shed and sufferings in themselves.'
For the next twenty years Finland was perhaps more
bitterly anti-Russian than any other country in Europe.
Hatred of Russia was taught in the schools; social policy
was reactionary in many respects and the army looked to
Germany for support against the hated enemy to the East.
In 1937 the left parties won at the elections, but it was too
late to change the whole character of Finnish foreign policy.
Since 1939 Finland has fought in three wars, twice
against Russia and then, in order to redeem her character
in the eyes of the victorious Allies, against Germany.
These wars have meant the loss of at least ten per cent of
her young manhood, loss of large pieces of territory, terrible
economic dislocation, the devastation of the northern pro-
vince of Lapland, a heavy burden of reparation payments
imposed by Russia, and other losses and burdens grievous
to be born.
But the spirit of Finland lives, and there are signs that
some at least of her people have taken to heart the lesson
of these terrible sufferings. The history of Finland reminds
one of the history of Palestine thousands of years ago. The
Bible land of Palestine was set between the great powers
of Assyria and Egypt, and worldly wise Kings and states-
men of Palestine sought to ally themselves with one or other
of these great powers, in order to receive protection from
the aggression of the other. Their policy, in fact, was
dictated by fear. Then came the great prophets, Isaiah,
Micah, Amos and the rest, and said: Tut not your trust in
alliances or in armed might, but trust in the living God',
or, in other words, 'live righteously, destroy injustice in
your midst, live courageously, and God will give you all the
protection that you need'.
Just before I visited Finland last summer (1948) a Swe-
dish friend said to me: 'The Finns have lived beside their
fear so long that they have overcome it*? They know quite
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